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FOREWORD 

It  has  long  been  an  accepted  trusim  th^t 
breeding  counts  in  the  human  family  as  weii 
as  in  animal.  In  the  families  more  especially 
considered  in  this  chronological  history,  there 
are  mingled  the  blood  of  the  firey,  decisive 
French  (the  AUions)  with  the  grim  stickto- 
itive  of  the  Tuton  (the  Deningers,  Vollmers, 
and  Haags)  and  the  rustic  sycnpathic  integri- 
ty of  the  Swiss  (the  Meisters,  Kellers  and 
Warners,)  all  commingled  into  the  sturdy, 
patriotic,  loyal  true  American,  who  loves  his 
home,  loves  his  country,  loves  his  fellowman 
and  believes  in  the  Golden  Rule  and  puts  his 
belief  into  practice. 

It  is  well -enough  to  love  the     land     of    our 
fathers  but  first  of  all,  above  all  and  all  in  all 
is  the  land  that  gives  us    our    sustenance,    that 
gives  us  our  liberties,  that  protects  our  homes 
and  our  loved  ones  and  makes  possible  ou:-  be- 
ing what  we  are.  our  valorous,  majestic  grand 
U.  S.  A.     May  the  decendants  of  the  families 
herein  concerned  ever  stand,  in  the  future  as 
in  the  p'st,  for  the  valor,  purity  and  inregritv, 
of  the  old  Red,  White  and  Blue. 

H.  D.  Meister 


JACOB  MEISTER 

(a)  To  Jacob  Meister  and  Susan  (Warner)  Meitter,  of 

Merishausen,  Kanton  Schaffhausen,  Switzerland  were 
born  the  following  children : 

1.  John  Jacob  Meister. 

2.  Jacob  Meister  (Miller  Yacob) 

3.  John  George  Meister  (the  sire  of  the  strain  covered 
by  this  history.) 

4.George  Meister, 

5.  Annie  Meister. 

6.  Saloma  Meister. 

7.  Susan  Meister.  (Mrs.  Jacob  Kibler, 

JACOB  KELLER 

(a)  To  Jacob  Keller  and  Fannie  Hirt  (or  Herd)  of  Sci- 
blinger,  Switzerland,  (miller  by  trade)  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children. 

1.  Barbara  Keller. 

2.  Anna  Keller.*  (Mrs.  Miller  Yacob) 

3.  Fanny  Keller. 

4.  Elizabeth  Keller. 

5.  Margaret  Keller  (^ grandmother)  and  three  sons,  two 
of  them  died  in  infancy  and  the  other  met  im  accidental 
death  after  growing  to  manhood. 


JACOB  MEISTER 

(b)  Jacob  Meister  (miller  Yacob  Sr.)  born  1791,  died 
1875  aged  84  years,  married  Anna  Keller  who  died  Aug- 
ust 27,  1879,  aged  96  years,  4  months,  and  14  days,  emi- 
grated to  this  country  about  1850  and  located  2  miles 
north  of  Lauber  Hill.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Susan  Meister  Weber  whose  daughter  married  John 
Merillat. 

2.  Veronia  Meister,  wife  of  Jacob  Shank,  born  April  2, 
1815,  died  December  10,  1874. 

3.  Jacob  Meister,  Jr.  No.  i  .,died  in  infancy. 

4.  Jacob  Meister,  Jr.  No.  2  died  March  18,  1895,  aged  87 
years  8  months  and  5  days 

5.  Annie  Meister,  born  1818,  died  1901. 

6.  Margaret  Meister  (Grately)  born  1819,  died  1908. 

7.  Saloma  Meister,  born  1821,  died  1912,  married  Cas- 
per Weber,  brother  of  H.  Weber,  Jeweler  of  Wauseon. 
then  John  Leu,  then  John  Spengler. 

8.  Elizabeth  Meister,  married  -Bollie     of     Toledo, 

then Weber  of  Toledo. 


JOHN  GEORGE   MEISTER 

(b)  John  George  Meister  was  born  in  Merishausen,  Kan- 
ton  Schaffhausen,  Switzerland,  October  4th,  1792.  He 
was  a  hotel  keeper  by  trade.  Married  Margaret  Keller 
probably  about  181 1.  Emigrated  to  America  in  the  spring 
of  1834,  sailing  from  Havre,  France.  They  were  on  the 
ocean  60  days  and  landed  in  New  York  Cit}^  came  direct- 
to  Wayne  County,  Ohio  and  in  September  of  the  same 
year,  1834,  to  Lauber  Hill.  Genv>an  township,  Fulton  Co. 
Ohio,  where  he  died  August  i8th,  1875. 
(b)  Margaret  Keller  was  born  in  Siblinger,  Kanton, 
Schaffhausen,  Switzerland,  July  3rd,  1792.  Her  parents 
were  millers  by  trade.  She  married  John  George  Meister, 
emigrated  to  America  and  died  at  Lauber  Hill,  Ohio,  Nov. 
22nd,  1872. 

To  John  George  Meister  and  Margaret  Keller  Meister 
were  born  the  following  sixteen  children: 

I.  Susan  Meister  Keifer,  born  August  22,  1812,     died 
December  2}^,  1893. 

2.  Jacob  Meister,  born  1813,  died  at  Lauber  Hill,  aged 
about  21  years. 

3.  Fanny  Meister,  born  1814,  died  in  Kanton  Durgau, 
Switzerland,  aged  about  4  years. 

4.  George  Meister,  born  September  29,   1815,  died  at 
Waterville,  Ohio,  September  r,  1862. 

5.  Anna  Meister  ZininK-rr.i.-i,  [torn   i)(C   .iib-r  .?;,  1819. 
died  at  New  Hamburg,  Canada,  August  16,  1872. 

6.  John  Meister,  born    1820   (?)    died  at   Lauber  Hill 
aged  about  14  years. 

7.  Fanny  Meister  Goutchy,  died  in  Butler  Co.  Ohio. 

8.  Margaret  Meister  Noward,  born  October  26,  1824, 
died  at  Waterville,  Ohio,  May  12,  1869. 

9.  Mary  Meister  Spangler,  born  July  5,  1826. 

10.  Elizabeth  Meister,  aged  about  4  years  died  in  Switz- 
erland. 

11.  Christian  Meister,  bor;i  April   12,      r829,     died     at 
Whitehouse,  Ohio,  November  5,  1902. 

12.  Benedict  M  ister.  1)orn  ]u:ic  6,  1S30.  died  at  Lauber 
Hill,  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  May  11,  1888. 

13.  Daniel  Meister,  born  September  26,   1831,  died  at 
Waterville,  Ohio,  February  8,  1901. 

14.  Elizabeth  Meister.  born   1832  (?)   died  at     Rouen. 
France,  during  migration,  aged  about  9  months. 

15.  Joseph  Meister,  born  July  5,  1834,  died  at  Trenton, 
Ohio,  November  28,  1881. 

16.  John  Meister,  born  June  6,   1836,  died  at     Lauber 
Hill,  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  April  29,  1879. 


JACOB  KIBLER 

(b)  Jacob  Kibler,  born  September  8,  1791,  died  July  14, 
1853,  and  Susan  Meister  Kibler  emigrated  to  America  in 
1834,  locating  at  Lauber  Hill,  Ohio.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Mary  (Maria)  Kibler  Zimmerman;  married  Daniel 
Zimmerman. 

2.  Jacob  Kibler;  married  Elizabeth  Yost. 

3.  Elizabeth  Kibler ;  married  Jacob  Layman. 

4.  George  Kibler,  died  May  12,  1864,  aged  46  years,  5 
months  and  17  days. 

5.  Susan  Kibler ;  married  John  Bernath. 

6.  Hieronemus  Kibler,  born  October  14,  1821,  died  De- 
cember 24,  1896;  married  Barbara  Schlatter,  born  Nov- 
ember 2,  1826,  died  January  4,  1890. 

7.  Melchoir  Kibler,  died  at  Maumee,  Ohio,  aged  about 
10  yeart. 

DANIEL  ZIMMERMAN 

(c)  To  Maria  Kibler  and  Daniel  Zimmerman  were  born . 
I.  Jacob  Zimmerman,  born  November  21,   1837,     died 

November  10,  1903. 

2.  Elizabeth  ZinimornKin  niarricd  h^h'i  Meister.  Apr. 
18,  i860. 


JACOB  KIBLER 

(c)  To  Jacob  Kibler  and  Elizabeth  Yost  were  born : 

I.  John  Kibler  born  December  2^^,  1853,  died  September 
9-  1903- 


2.  Emma  Kibler  Brehm,  born  August  24,  1861,  married 
Henry  Brehm  (born  Dec.  31,  1858)  Jan.  5,  18 
and  two  otliers  who  died  in  infancy. 


JOHN  BERNATH 

(c)  To  Susan  Kibler  and  John  Bemath  were  born : 

1.  Jacob  Bernath 

2.  Elizabeth,  died,  aged  about  15  years. 

3.  Anna  Bernath,  (married  Christ  Nofzinger.) 

4.  John  Bernath  Jr. 

5.  Mary  Bernath,  married  Jacob  F.  Weber, 


HIERONEMUS   KIBLER 

(c)  To  Hieronemus  Kibler  and  Barbara  Schlatter    we 
born: 

1.  George  Kibler,  born  July  7,  1854. 

2.  John  Kibler,  born  June  10,  1855,  died  Oct.  3,  1900. 

3.  Annie  Kibler  Ruihley 

4.  Willie  Kibler,  born  Oct.  8,  1857. 

5.  Henry  Kibler,  born  April  30,  1859. 

6.  Louisa  Kibler  Coss 

7.  Lydia  Kibler  Graber 

8.  Mary  Kibler  Gunyon 


JACOB  LAYMAN 

Elizabeth  Kibler  married  Jacob  Layman.  To  them  were 
born: 

Susie  Layman  married  Stock. 

Elizabeth  Layman  married  Peter  Roth. 

GEORGE  KIBLER 

(c)  To  George  Kibler  and  Kate  Wyle  were  born: 

1.  Jacob  Kibler 

2.  George  Kibler 

3.  Dave  Kibler,  born  May  16,  1855;  died  May  10,  1917, 
had  ro  children. 

4.  Mary  Kibler 

5.  Frank  Kibler 

6.  Susie  Kibler 

Several  died  in  infancy. 


PETER  KEIFER 

(c)  Peter  Keifer,  born  December  9,  1804,  died  in  Morrow 
Co.,  Ohio,  March  1899  ^''^d  wSusaii  Aleister  were  married 
at  Steam  Corners,  Morrow  Co.,  O.,  April  28,  1844.  To 
them  were  born  : 

J.  John  Keifer,  born  April  2;^,   1845. 

2.  Ben  Keifer,  bor.i  December  20,  1847,  died  May  4  '84. 

3.  Sarah  Keifer,  born  February  22,  1853. 

4.  Margaret  Keifer,  born  December  16,  1855,  died  Aug- 
ust 22.  1862. 

JOHN  KEIFER 

(d)  John  Keifer  married  Hannah  Baer  (died  March 
1891)  November  6,  1874.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Son,  lived  6  weeks. 

2.  Frank  Keifer,  born  February  11,  [877. 

3.  Lavina  Keifer,  born  July  2,  1882. 

4.  Clinton  Keifer,  died  aged  4  months. 

5.  Lottie  Keifer,  born  December  11,  1890. 


BEN  KEIFER 

(d)  Ben  Keifer  married  Louisa  Portner  (born  Janu- 
ary 17.  1852,  died  June  23,  1900)  April  18,  1875.  To  them 
were  born  : 

I.  PLmma  Irene  Keifer,  born  January  16,  1876,  married 
Clinton  Reinhart.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Clyde  Reinhart 

2.  Tolley  Reinhart 


GEORGE  MEISTER 

(c)  George  Meister  and  Magdalena  Allion,  born  1816, 
died  December  19,  1854,  were  married  Feb.  2Sth,  1849.  To 
them  were  born. 

1.  Elizabeth  (Meister)  Wires,  born  May  12,  1850,  died 
April  4,  1900. 

2.  Jacob  Meister,  died  September  27,  1854. 

(c)  George  Meister  and  Elizabeth  Myers,  born  July  12, 
1823,  died  July  18,  1905,  were  married  February  24,  1856. 
To  them  were  born  : 

1.  Emma  Sophia  Meister,  born  July  7,  1857,  died  Octo- 
ber 10,  1862. 

2.  John  K.  Meister,  born  September  i,  1859. 

3.  George  K.  Meister,  born  December  17,  1862. 

JOHN  MEISTER 

(d)  John  K.  Meister  and  Mary  L.  Moore  (born  October 
31,  1863,)  were  married  August  8,  1880.  To  them  were 
born : 

1.  Emma  Meister,  born  August  21,  1881. 

2.  Elma  Gertrude  Meister,  born  March  i,  1890,  died 
April  9,  1908. 


EPHRAIM   WIRES 

(c)  Ephraim  Wires,  born  September  24,  1844,  died  June 
19,  1900,  married  Elizabeth  Meister  April  8,  1878.  To 
them  were  born  : 

1.  Barbara  E.  Wiers,  born  May  18,  1879,  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1902,  married  November  25,  1899  to  Chas.  H.  Gan- 
et,  born  September  19,  1871,  died  May  ^9,  1908.. 

2.  Jacob  F.  Wiers.  born  September   tq,  18P0  -^ 

3.  Bertha  M.  Wiers,  born  October  9,  1882. 

4.  Henry  H.  Wiers,  born  April  30,  1885. 

5.  Cora  I.  Wiers,  born  October  21.  1886. 

6.  Fanny  Wiers,  born  December  13,  1888,  died  Febru- 
ary 26,  1889. 

7.  Geo.  E.  Wiers,  born  February  6,   1890. 

8.  Mattie  R.  Wiers,  born  July  27,  1894. 


JOSEPH    NOWARD 

(c)  Joseph  Noward,  born  Lebanon  Co.  Pa.,  March  2,  1823 
died  July  9,  1905,  and  Margaret  Meister  were  married 

1 85 1.  To  them  were  born  : 

1.  John  Noward 

2.  Maggie  Noward,  born  April  10,  1853. 

3.  Mary  Noward  Lytle,  born  January  21,  1855. 

4.  Sam  Noward,  bom  October  9,  1857. 

5.  Elizabeth  Noward,  died  age  9  years. 

6.  Joe  Noward,  born  November  18,  1862. 

WILLIAM  LYTLE 

(d)  Mary  Noward  and  William  Lytle,  (born  January  i, 

To  them  were  born  : 

1.  George  Lytle,  born  Mar.  3,  1878,  died  Oct.  21,  1916. 

2.  Burton  Lytle,  born  March  15,  1883. 

3.  Ross  Lytle,  born  Nov.  21,  1887. 

4.  Ivan  Lytle.  born  May  8,  1890. 

5.  Harvey  Lytle,  born  January  iq    r8Q3. 


SAMUEL  NOWARD 

(d)  Sam  Noward  and  Mary  Lytle  (born  January  21,  1859 
died  Jan.  i,  191 7)  were  married  in  1883.  To  them  were 
born : 

1.  John  H.  Noward.  born  January  15,  1884. 

2.  Jessie  May  Noward,  born  December  11,  1886. 

3.  Earl  Joseph  Noward  ,  born  April  8,  1880. 

4.  Elnora  Belle  Noward,  born  December  10,  1895. 


JOSEPH  NOWARD 

(d)  Joseph  Noward  and  Orva  Disher  (born  November  24, 
1868)  were  married  September  2,  1889.  To  them  were 
born  : 

1.  Lloyd  H.  Noward,  born  December  25,  1890. 

2.  Myron  Noward,  born  September  21,  1892. 

3.  Helen  Noward,  born  June  15,  1895. 

4.  Lester  Noward,  born  March  27,  1899. 


CHRISTIAN  ZIMMERMAN 

(c)  Christian  Zimmerman,  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
,  and  died  near  New  Hamburg,  Canada, 
and  Anna  Meister  were  married 
To  them  were  born : 

1.  John  Zimmerman 

2.  Lucinda  Zimmerman  Smith 

3.  Christian  Zimmerman 

4.  Christena  Zimmerman 

5.  Lydia  Zimmerman  Hochstettler,  wife  of  Isaac  Hoch- 
stettler. 

6.  Anna  Zimmerman,  wife  of  Leonard  Smith. 

7.  Magdalcna  Zimmerman 

8.  Elizabeth  Zimmerman,  wife  of  Christian  Hochstett- 

9.  Sarah  Zimmerman,  wife  of  Jacob  Weiker 
ler. 

10.  Rebecca  Zimmerman,  wife  of  Dillman  Staufifer. 

11.  Barbara  Zimmerman,  wife  of  Fred  Weiker. 


JOSEPH  GOUCHEY 

(c)  Joseph  Gouchey,  (born  died 

)  and  Fanny  Meister  were  married  at 
in  .  To  them  were  born : 

Mary, 

Lena 

Joseph 


HARMON  C.  SPENGLER 

(c)  Harmon  C.  Spengler,  born  at  Buchthaler,  Schaffhau- 
sen  Switzerland,  April  13,  1826,  died  at  Burlington,  Ohio. 
April  26,  1908,  and  Mary  Meister  were  married  March  9, 
1848.  To  them  were  born  : 

1.  John  Spengler.  born  November  27,  1848,  died  Octo- 
ber 6,  1856. 

2.  Mary  Spengler  Merillatt,  born  March  24,  1850,  died 
November  9,   1908. 

3.  George  Spengler,  born  October  6,  1851. 

4.  Louisa  Spengler  Waldvogle,  born  February  26,  1853. 

5.  Harmon  Spengler,  born  March  28,   1854. 

6.  Henry  Spengler,  born  August  3,   1855,  died  May  i, 
1907. 

7.  John  Spengler,  born  November  17,  1857. 

8.  Anna  Spengler  Yalkie,  born  August  4,   1859,     died 
December  8,  1900. 

9.  Jacob  Spengler.  born  March  19,  1861,  died  December 
-3,  1880. 

10.  Daniel  Spengler,  born  January  7,  1863. 

11.  Christ  Spengler,  born  December  20,  1866,  died  Nov- 
ember 17,  1900. 

12.  David  Spengler,  born  September  9,  1868,  died  April 
20,  187 1. 

13.  Frank  Spengler,  born  October  27.  1871. 


DAVID  MERIUAT 

Mary  Spengler  married  Dave  Merillat 
To  them  were  born : 


GEORGE  SPENGLER 

George  Spengler  married  Elizabeth  Rufer  (1876).  To 
them  were  born  : 
I   Edwin  Spengler 

2.  Helena,  married  George  Clair. 

3.  Jacob  Spengler,  born  1881. 

4.  Mary,  married  Gordon. 

5.  Florence  Spengler  McKinley. 

6.  Hcrma  Sj)englcr  niairied  Eouis  Engleman. 


MELCHOIR  WALDVOGLE 

Louise  Speng-ler  married  Melchoir  Waldvogle,  ( 
).  To  them  were  born: 


HARMON  SPENGLER 

(d)  Harmon  Spengler  married  Susan  Gaynor,  Dec.  2 
1875.  She  was  born  in  Morrow  Co,,  O.,  March  26,  1851, 
died  May  16,  1904.  To  them  were  born  : 

1.  Charles  E.,  born  Sept.  27,  1877. 

2.  Christopher  H.,  born  Feb.  8,  1880. 

3.  Amos  \V.,  born  Aug-.  29,  1881. 

4.  Alva  G.,  born  May  3,  1883. 

5.  George,  born  Mchl  2,  1885,  died  Sept.  18,  1885. 

6.  Elger  J.,  born  June  13,  1887. 

Harmon  C.  Spengler     and     Mary     Miller     Lehman, 
(born  Feb.  3,  i860)  were  married  May  14,  1905. 


HENRY  SPANGLER 

Henry  Spengler  married  Elizabeth  Tanner.  To  them 
were  born  : 


JOHN  SPENGLER 

(d)  John  Spengler  married  Lydia  Weber  (  ) 

To  them  were  born : 


John  Spengler  married  Sarah  Weber 
To  them  were  born : 


ANNA  SPENGLER 

(d)   Anna  Spengler  mairiccl  Geoi-gc  Yalkie, 
To  them  were  born  : 


DAN    SPENGLER 

(d)  Dan  Spen-ier  married  ATenia  Rufer  in  1886.  To  them 
were  born  : 

1.  WilHam,  born  June  1887. 

2.  Walter 

3.  Ida 

4.  Edwin 

5.  James 

6.  Wilhebnena 

7.  JuHa 

8.  Jacob 
Harold 


CHRISTIAN  MEISTER 

(c)  Christian  Meister  married  Mary  (Polly)  AUion,  born 
August  8,  1835,  died  May  9,  1865.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  John  G.  Meister,  born  December  11,  1856. 

2.  Jacob  B.  Meister,  born  January  11,  1858. 

3.  Franklin  P.  Meister,  born  August  21,  1861. 

(c)  Christian  Meister  married  Saloma  Hirtzel,  born  Feb- 
ruary 21,  1837,  died  May  31,  1909.  To  them'  was  born : 

1.  Anna  Meister  Doren,  born  October   13,    1871,     die.l 
December  31,  1919. 

JOHN  G.  MEISTER 

(d)  J(jhn  G.  Meister  married  Alta  R.  Nailer.       To    thcr.i 
was  born : 

1.  Ruth  Meister,  born  May  15,  1896  who  niiirried    Roy 
Lehman. 

1159745 

JACOB  B.  MEISTER 

(d)  Jacob  B.  Meister  married  Libby  Christman. 

FRANK  P.  lUElSTER 

(d)   Frank  Meister  married  Hattie  DeMerritt,  born  Aug- 
ust 10,  1865.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Clyde  M.  Meister,  born  May  11,  1891,who     married 
Ethel  Fisher. 

2.  Charles  L.  Meister,  born  November  15,  1892. 

3.  Harry  Meister,  born  October  1,  1895. 

4.  Elva  Irene  Meister,  born  January  2,  1898 


ELI   DOREN 

(d)  Anna  Meister  married  Eli  Doren,  born  January  19, 
1862,  To  them  were  born :  a  daughter  who  died  in  infan- 
cy and  Howard  Doren,  born  August  8,  1896,  who  mar- 
ried Meril  Hopwood.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  

2. 


BENEDICT  MEISTER 

(c)  Benedict  Meister  and  Anna  Allien,  born  April  19, 
1837,  died  October  ist,  1879,  were  married  near  White- 
house,  Ohio,  April  ist,  1855.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Christian  Franklin  Meister,  born  January  18,  1856, 

2.  John  Benedict  Meister,  born  January  31,  1858. 

3.  Mattie  M.  Meister  Bulger,  born  April  28,  i860,  died 
August  II,  1896. 

4.  Christena  Meister  Sherer,  born  December  9,  1862. 

5.  Jacob  George  Meister,  born  March  22,  1865. 

6.  Margaret  Amanda  Meister,  born  June  26,  1867,  died 
June  19,  1918. 

7.  Henry  Daniel  Meister,  born  September  9,  1869. 

8.  Ida  Ann  Meister  Caine,  born  June   14,   1872,     died 
November  10,  1916. 

9.  Amos  Abner  Meister,  born  January  22,  1875. 

10.  Lewis  E.  Meister,  born  April  24,  1879,  died  Decem- 
ber 26,  1883. 

(c)  Benedict  Meister  and  Susan  Ernst,  born  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  August  12,  1843,  were  married  at  Lauber  Hill,  Ohio 
October  i,  1882.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Sarah  Elene  Meister  Barckert,  born  September     i, 
1883. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth   Meister,   born  Julv    10,    1885,   died 
Ausrust  16,  1886. 


CHRISTIAN  F.  MEISTER 

(d)  Christian  F,  Meister  and  Nancy  B,  Winters,  born 
near  Swanton,  Ohio,  March  7th,  1857.  and  died  at  Pettis- 
ville,  Ohio,  May.  12,  1906,  were  married  at  Wauseon,  Ohio 
February  25,  1879.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Minnie  May  Meister  Darby,  born  December  27,  1879, 

2.  Estella  Ann  Meister,  born  February  15.  1881. 

3.  Carrie  Elizabeth  Meister  Netz.  born  January  22,  188^ 

4.  Ada  Ella  Meister  Rupp,  born  December  11,  1884. 

5.  Susie  Mary  Meister,  born  May   19,   1887. 


WESLEY  NETZ 

(e)  Carrie  E.  Meister  and  Wesley  Netz  were  married  at 
Pettisville,  Ohio,  September  6,  1905.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Iris  Elizabeth  Netz. 

2.  Paul  C    Netz,  born  May  13,  1908 

3.  Elmer  George  Netz,  born  November  2,  1910. 

EZRA  RUPP 

(e)  Ada  Meister  and  Ezra  Rupp,  were  married  at  PeLtis- 
ville,  Ohio,  June  27,  1907.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Constance  Elizabeth  Rupp,  born  May  16,  1909. 

2.  Margurite  Cathrine  Rupp,  born  December  15,  191H 

JOHN  B.  MEISTER 

(d)  John  B.  Meister  and  Martha  Fraker,  born  July  18, 
1859,  were  married  near  Pettisville,  Ohio,  "     '  1885.' 

To  them  were  born : 

1.  Ralph  William  Meister,  born  October  9,  188(3. 

2.  George  Elmer  Meister,  born  September  20  1889. 

3.  John  Benedict  Meister,  Jr.  born  April  16,  1900. 

HAMim   BIjLGER 

(d)  Mattie  M.  Meister  and  Harmon  Bulger,  (born  Jan- 
uary 19,  1845,  died  May  18,  1907)  were  married  at  Wau- 
seon,  Ohio,  January  13,  1887. 

FRANCIS   SHERER 

{d)   Christena  Meister    married     Francis     Sherer     (born 
June  1,  1861.)         To  them  was  born: 
1.  George  Emmons  Sherer,  born  August  30,  18888. 

GEORGE  E,  SHERER 

(e)  George  E.  Sherer  and  Herma  Rychener  (born  April 
8,  1895),  were  married  at  Pettisville,  Ohio.  To  them  was 
born : 

1.  Athelia  Sherer,  born  January  5,  1915. 


JACOB  G.  IVIEISTER 

(d)  Jacob  G.  Mcister  and  Milla  Hayward  (born  October 
9,  1871)  were  mariied  in  Morenci,  Mich.,  May  11,  1879. 

GEORGE  H.  CAINE 

(d)  Ida  A.  Meiister  and  George  H.  Caine  (born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1875)  were  united  in  Marriage  May  1900.  To  them 
were  born : 

1.  Ahce  Margaret,  born  July       ,  1903,  died  January  25 
1905. 

2.  Janice  Lida  Ann,  born  January  18,  1906. 

AMOS  A.  MEISTER 

(d)  Amos  A.  Meister  married  Belle  Har^man  (born  at 
Pcttisville,  June  30,  1876).  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Kenneth  A.    Meister,  born  June  7,  1899. 

PAUL  J.  MEISTER 

2.  Paul  J.  Meister,  born  November  18,  1900. 

(e)  Paul  J.  Meister  married  Florence  Thomas,  to  them 
were  born : 

1.   Ruth  Evelyn  Meister,  born  August  21,  1920. 

CHARLES  BARCKERT 

(d)  Sarah  E.  Meister  and  Charles  J.  Barckert,  born  at 
Brownhelm,  Ohio,  December  26,  1877,  were  married  at 
Wauseon,  Ohio,  July  18,  1906.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Irene  Lucile  Barckert,  born  August  6,  1907. 

2.  Charles  Vinton  Barckert,  born  May  2,  1909. 

3.  Ernestine  Elizabeth  Barckert,  born  October  1,  1912. 

DANIEL  MEISTER 

(a)  Daniel  Meister  and  Sophia  Myers  (born 
died  September  2,  1896)   were  married  at 
To  them  were  born: 

1.  Henry  C.  Meister,  born 


JOHN  MEISTER 

(c)  John  Meister  and  Elizabeth  Zimmerman,  born  Feb. 
25,  1840,  died  Feb.  28,  191 1)  were  united  in  marriage 
near  Pettisville,  April  18,  i860.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Mary  Meister  Murbach,  born  April  4,  1861. 

2.  Sarah  Meister,  born  Jan.  19,  1865,  died  Apr.  30,  1917 

3.  Lucy  Meister  Miller,  born  July  24,  1867. 

4.  Samuel  J.  Meister,  born  Nov.  17,  1871,     died     June 
20,  1906. 

5.  Matilda  Meister  Rutlcr  born  June  29,  1874,  died  Oct. 
II,  1910. 

CASPER  MURBACH 

(d)  Casper  Murbach  (born  Mch.  20,  1857)  and  Mary 
Meister  were  married  at  Wauseon,  O.,  in  1884.  To  them 
were  born. 

I.  Carrie  Murbach,  born  Feb.  9,  1886. 

SIMON  RARER 

(e)  Simon  Raber  was  born  June  6,  1880,  married  Carrie 
Murbach  Dec.  21,  1904.  To  them  were  born: 

1.  Clayton  Murbach  Raber.  born  Feb.  6,  1906. 

2.  Floyd  Christian  Raber,  born  Dec.  31,  1909. 

3.  Tlla  M.  Raber,  born  Jan.  t6,  1914,  died  Jan.  19,  1914. 

4.  Reva  Mary  Raber,  born  June  5,  1915. 


LEWIS  MILLER 

(d)  Lewis  E.  Miller,     (born  June  19,     1869)     and    Lucy 
Meister  were  married  .  To  them  were  born : 

1,  Howard  Emerson  Miller,  born  April  28,  1895. 

2.  Georgia   Elizabeth  Miller,  born  Feb.   13,   1909. 


SAMUEL  MEISTER 

(d)   Samuel  Meister  and  Grace  Tedrow  (born     Nov.  18 
1871)  were  married  March  15,  1894.  To  them  were  born 

1.  Ruth  Meister,  born  Nov.  24,  1900. 

2.  Frank  Gu)^  Meister,  born  March  14,  1903. 


JOHN  MEISTER 

John  Meister  of  Merres  hausen,  Switzerland,  (cousin 
to  Jonathan  George  Meister) 


To  them  were  born  : 

(a)  John  Meister,  who  went  to  Brazil,  S.  A.,  sometime, 
about  1848  or  1849 — to  Curitiba  where  he  died  sometime 
between  1890  and  1900.  He  had  a  family. 

2.  George  Meister  died  in  Merreshausen. 

3.  Michael  Meister  died  in  Merreshausen. 

4.  John  Jacob  Meister  came  to  America  in  1872,  died 
about  6  years  later  at  Meister  homestead  at  Laulaer  Hill 
Ohio.  One  of  his  sons,  John,  resides  in  Toledo;  the  next- 
Mi  ;:c,  lives  in  Wood  Co.,  O.,  and  Jacob  lives  somewhere 
in  I'tah. 

5.  Jacob  Meister  died  in  Merreshausen  in  1883.  His 
wife  was  Urzula  Meier.  To  them  were  born  : 

(b)  John  \\\  Meister,  who  came  to  America  in  1875  lo- 
cating in  F  anklin  Tw^p.,  Fulton  Co.,  Ohio.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Catl^erine  Gugerli  of  Canton,  Zurich,  of  Switzer- 
land also ; 

Jacob  and  George  who  still  reside  in  Merreshausen. 
Switzerland. 

6.  Martin  Meister,  went  to  Curitiba,  Brazil  in  i860.  Fie 
had  a  familv. 


The  Allion  Family 


'ihe  ancestors  o.  ihe  lamiiy  coacerned  in  this  history 
and  chronology  were  residents  and  citizens  oi  France  and 
laie  m  the  18t  .  century  they  espoused  the  cause  o^  t,  e 
French  RevoL.tion.  inuring  t..e  "Reign  of  ierr^u-  ,  w.ach 
followed  they  left  their  native  land  and  emigrated  to 
Baden,  Germany,  locating  at  Auerbach  near  Karlsruhe. 
T  e  autocratic  m.litary  oppression  of  the  Prussian  go\- 
ernmeat  caused  them  to  seek  a  new  home  and  tliis  time 
they  t  .ined  t  eir  eyes  to.^'ard  Aiacrica  which  to  them 
was  the  land  of  promise,  and  to  this  land  they  came  in 
1832,  lo  ating  in  Fianklin  CoLvn.y,  Pennsylvania,  neav 
the  Maryland  State  line.  Hearing  of  the  i^olden  oppor- 
tunities that  awaited  settlers  in  the  fertile  valleys  o 
Ohio.  They  imigrated  to  Richland  County,  O'lio,  l.y  (  x 
teams  in  18 ^o,  1  ite:-  comin;;  to  L  c;  s  C"  nty  an;I  some 
of  them  t  ;  .  ulton  County. 

MICHAEL  ALLION 

To  Michael  Allion  and  Elizabeth,      Heiden,  were  born 
i!!:  ee  children : 

1.  ( Alagdalecjn?)  Allion,  who  married —  Seider.  They 
h  d  no  chil  ren,  but  ra'sed  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  o. 
Jac       Al  ior,  v/ho  mai rie  1  1  hilip  Gai. 

2.  Jacob  AH'on,  head  of  the  family,  more  particalarly 
C(jncern  d  in  this  chronology. 

3.  C   ri  t  p'.er  Allion.   (r.ther  of  Fred  Allion; 

JACOB  ALLIUN 

(.Si:e  of  t!  e  strain  more  particularly  concerned  in  this 
I  istory). 

(al  Jac  oi)  Allion,  v/as  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born. 
December    6,    783    rd  di  d  at  Watervil'e,  Ohio,  Decem- 
])'a-  12  ^8  0,   Me  ma-ried  Catherine     Deninger,     also     a 
ativc  oi'  Ge: '"  an  -.  Tm  them  were  born: 

1  I'd'- ab^'^i-  Al'ion  who  married  Philip  Gai.  They  re- 
mj'ined  in  Baden.  They  had  one  daughter,  Elizabeth 
and  twr)  '^■'  ns. 

?    To-oh  Allion.  born  March  5,  1810,  died  April  5,  1890. 

3  Kat'he'-yn  All' on. 

4  Mattie  Allion  Meister,  born  1816,  died  December  19, 
1854. 


After  ihe  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married,  Marcli  12, 
1820,  Miss  Magdalena  Rau,  daughter  of  Fredrici.  and 
Christina  Haag  Rau,  of  Auerbach,  German} , 
who  was  born  January  29,  1799,  and  died  at  Waterville. 
Ohio  September  7,  1874.  They  emigrated  to  Amei  ica  in 
1832  and  located  in  FrankUn  County,  Penn  ,  near  Mar}- 
la.d  sta^e  line,  «iovm^  to  Ohio  in  September  1843,  to 
them  Wv-re  born : 

' .  Christinii  AlHon  Beis,  born  januar}-  1,  1821,  dieii 
March  16,  ::910. 

6  Anna  Marie  AlUon,  bo.n  J:  nu::ry  30,  l;  22,  died  on 
ti  e  ocean   iuly  1 6,  183J. 

7.  Mike  Alhc.n,  born  October  3.  1822,  died  June  20, 
1904. 

8.  M-iro-aret  AlHi  n  Freed,  born  April  27,  1825,  die.; 
April  16,  1911 . 

9.  Rosana  Alliun  Bies,  born  July  27,  1827. 

10.  C'-.ris'op'  er  Allion,  died  in  inf^^ncy. 

11.  C':oline  Allion  Go^ulman,  bo -t  A  gust  30.  183  \ 
died  J  luarv:  29,  1912. 

12  Chr.t'AlUcn,  ';  c  rn  Februr;y  23.  1833.  died  Fe:- 
ember  15,  1913. 

13.  Mary  (Folb.)  Allion  Mei.  ter,  born  August  8,  ^835. 
died  May  "9,  1865: 

14.  Anna  Allion  Meister  b(  rn  April  19,  1837,  diefl  Ocl- 
ober    879. 

JACOB  ALLION 

(b)  Jacob  Allion,  was  born  in  Baden.  Germany,  March 
5  n-^10,  died  April  1890.  Married  Christiana  Zupp,  born 
iune  20,  1818.  di-d  July  6,  1893,  daughter  of  Peter  ancr 
Mar'a  7/  pp.  natives  of  , France,  who  had  emigrated  to 
Americf'..  To  them  were  born: 

J.  Jacob  Allion 

'I  Elizabeth  Allion,  died  ^,^arch  1910. 

3.  Maria  Allion,  died  May  1921. 

4.  Madeline  Allion. 
(f  ree  others  dead) 

(h )  For  Mattie  .Allion  Meister,  see  George  Meister. 
(b)  For  Mary  Allion  Meister,  see  Christian  Meister. 
(b)  F(  r  Anna  Allion  Meister,  see  Benedict  Meister. 


CHARLES  BE  IS 

(b(  Charles  Beis,  was  born  in  Weisloch,  near  Heidelburg 
February  2p,  1825,  died  May  21,  1895.  He  was  the  son 
of  Frank  H.  and  Mary  (Ritzhoup)  Beis,  also  natives  of 
Baden.  His  mother  died  in  1831  and  his  father  in  1847. 
He  emigrated  to  America  in  1851,  and  wds  united  in 
marriage  t()  Christena  Allion  Vogel,  who  previous  to 
this  had  been  married  to  Adolphus  Henry  Vogel  (about 
1841),  who  died  in  1855,  to  whom  were  born  eight  cliild- 
ren  of  whom  but  two  survived :  Heury  Vogel  and  Chris- 
tina Vogel  Sipher,  born  March  18,  1853. 

To  Chas.  Beis  and  Christiana  Allion  Vogel  were  born  : 

1.  George  Beis,  born  May  1,  1857 

3    Benjaaiin  F.  Beis.  born  July  15,  1860 

3.  Elizabeth  Beis  C()naf.;'han,  born  January  15,  1860 

FREDERIC  SIPHER 

(c)  Fredrick  Sipher,  (born  March  22,  1840)  died  Novem- 
ber 4,  1907)  married  C!  ristirina  Vogel,  to  wh.om  were 
born : 

1.  Henry  Sipher,  born  February  26.  1869. 

2.  Frank  Sipher,  born  February  28,  1870. 

3.  Lewis  Sipher,  born  December  3,  1872. 

4.  George  Sipher,  born  February  23.  1880. 

HENRY   SIPHER 

(d)  He.ixy  Sipher,  married  Henrietta  Les'hi,  to  t'"!em 
was  born  : 

■  1.  Fredrick  .Sipher  born  August  13,  1897,  wh(^  marri',  d 
Anna  Kutzley,  to  t'lem  was  born : 

1.  Cliiist-an;).  Si"  her,  bom  August  5,  1919. 

FRANK  SIPHER 

(d)  Frank  Sipher,  married  Daisy  Cross,  to  them  was 
;  orn  : 

1.   Carl   Sipher,  born  January  21,  1896,  was  killed   a: 
Breyes,  France,  by  a  shell.  May  2,  1918. 

GEORGE  SIPilER 

(d)  George  Sipiher,  married  Bertha  Davy,  born  February 
11,  1881.  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Annabelle  Sipher,  born  April  29,  1906. 

2.  Betty  lane  Sipher  born  December  20,  1917 


GEORGE  BEIS 

(c)  George  BeHs,  married  Anna  Conaghan,  to  tht-ni  wer^r 
born: 

1.  Blanche  Beis 

2.  Louis  Beis 

3.  Nellie  Beis. 

4.  Harry  Beis 
5. 

6.  Carrie  Beis. 

JAMES  CONAGHAN 

(c)  Elizabeth  Beis,  ma  ried  James  Conafj:han,     to     t'  rir. 
were  born : 

1.  Ora  Conaghan,  who  married  Wni  Hill. 

2.  John   Conaghan. 

BFN   BEIS 

(c)  Ben  Beis,  married  Leah  Sprow,  to  them  were  b(^rn  : 

1.  Fern  Beis,  who  married  —  Gver. 

2.  Floyd  Beis 

3.  Leta  Beis 

M?ME  ALLION 

(b)  M'ike  Aliion,  married  Mar-aret  Gerinjer,  born  Aug- 
ust 20,  1831,  died  June  7,  1907,  to  them  were  born : 
'     1.  Franklin  Pierce  Allion,  torn  N(.vember  3,  1832. 

2.  Ben  Allion,  born  December  21,  1854 

3.  Mary  Allion  Witte,  born  January  4,  1857,  di-d  Aug- 
u-^t  30,  18>' 8. 

4.  Caroline  Allion  Setter,  born  March  16,  1858. 

5.  Mattie  Allion,  born  January  8.  1860 

6.  Christ  AlHon,  born   January  4,  1862. 

7.  Jacob  Albon,  born  May  29,  1867,  died  December,  — 
1884. 

8.  Henry  Allion,  born  May  19,  1865,  died  March  15, 
1883. 

9.  Willie  Allion,  born  April  10,  1867. 
10.  John  Allion,  born  May  8,  1869. 

11  Charles  Allion,  born  May  16,  1871. 

12  Eliza  Allion  Roadarmel, 'born  January  27,  1873. 

13  Clara  Allion  Snvder.  born  October  21,  1874 

14  Maggie  Allion  Wilson,  born  October  12.  1876. 


FRANKLIN  PIERCE  ALLION 

(c)  Franklin  P.  Allion   .nd  Rebecca  Shamp  were  niarried 
April  3,  1881.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Lewis  M.  Allion,  born  October  5,  1882 

2.  Maggie  A.  Allion  W  inxeler,  born  March  7,  1884. 

3.  Harry  W.  Allion,  born  January  1;),  1887 

4.  Varnon  Allion,  born  September  22,  1888. 

5.  Elmier  E.  Alhon,  born  August  1,  1895. 

LEWIS  M.  ALLION 

(d)  Lewis  Allion,  married  Edna  S.  Kaiser,  February  20, 
1908.  To  them  was  born  : 

1.  George  Franklin  Allion,  born  May  7,  1909. 

IVIAHLON   Wlt^ZELER 

(d)  Maggie  A.  Allion,  married  Mablon  W'inzeler,  Novem 
ber  17,  1903.  To  them  were  born  : 

1.  Ida  May  W'inzeler,  born  June  8,  1906. 

2.  Florence  Irene  Winzeler,  born  January  19,  1908 

3.  Leland  George  Winzeler,  1  orn  October  18,  1909.. 

4.  Laurence   Franklin  Win:.e!er,  born  May  1*5,  1913 

HARRY  W.  ALLION 

(d)  Harry  Allien,  manied  Allice  Ruffer,  March  17,  1909 

VKRNON  ALUON 

{(i)   Vernon  Allion,  married  Clela  Chamberlin,  June  30, 
1912.  To  t'iiem  were  born: 

J.  Vivian  Louisa,  born  March  19,  1916. 

2.  Lee  Dwain,  born  September  30,  1917 

S.Harley  Heston,  born  July  27,  1919. 

i.  Ruth  Lorain,  b.rn  April  19,  1921. 

BEN  ALLION 

(c)   Ben  Allion,  married  Lucy  Haskins,  born  ■ died 

Febru;  ry  1885,  to  them  were  born  : 

1.  Carrie  Allion,  born  —  1882,  died  July  4.  1896. 

2.  Lewis  Allion    lorn  October  24,  1884,  who  married 
Flora  Karst,  born  September  —  1888. 

(c)   Ben  Allion  married  Mar}^  Kelley. 

WILLIAM  WITTE 

(c)   Mary  Allion,  married     W'illiam     Witte,     born — ,     to 
them  were  born : 

1.  Charles  E.  Witte,  born  April  11,  1875. 

Herman  Witte,  born — 


CHARLES  E    WITTE 

(d)    Charles  Witte,  married     Jennie   Garrett,     t*     them 
were  born : 

1.  Helen  Witte 

2.  Hobart  Witte 
8.  Richard  Witte 

HERMAN  WITTE 

(d)  Herman  Witte,  married  (ienevieve  Kin^-. 

DANIEL  SLTTER 

(c)  Caroline  Allien,  married  Daniel  Sutter,     l)orn     F:! 
uaiy  4  1851.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Lewis  Sutter,  born  Mav  26.  1875. 

2.  Nora  Sutter  W  ilber,  b.  m  June  18,  187G. 

3.  Lottie  Ii;Utter  Morn-cu,  b'  rn  l'ebru;<r3-  14,  1878. 

4.  William  Sutter,  bor?.   lime  22.  188i). 

5.  Carl  Sutter,  born  janua'v  6,  189(i.  ■    • 

CHRIST  ALLION 

(c;  Christ  Allien,  mai-ricc!  Emma  M.  JStover,  born  Se|>t. 
26,  1862,  to  them  were  born  ; 

1.  Homer  AJlion.  born  October  24,  1888. 

2.  Clara  Marie  Allion  Winslow,  born  April  25,  ^893 

3.  Harley  M.  Allion,  born  March  23,  1898, 

HOMER  ALLION 

(d)  Hom^r  AUion  manied  Gertrude  Max    Demuth,  b6ri> 
September  22,  1888.  To  them  were  born! 

1.  Charlotte  Grace  Allion,  b^>rn  February  16,  1909. 

2.  Harry  Wilber  Allion,  born  August  17,  1911. 

3.  James  Dale  Allion  born  April  13,  1914. 

4.  Helen  Rose  Allion,  born  April  8,  1916. 

5.  Allen  Allion,  born  De:ember  2K  191S. 

HARRY  F.  WINSLOW 

(d)  Clara  M.  Allion,  married  Harry  G.   W  insloy,     Doni 
— .  to  them  was  born : 
1.  Lester  Winslow. 

HARLEY  M.  ALLION 

(d)   llarLy  M.  Al.l'on,  married  i:isie  Billing,  born  March 
22,  1893.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Horace  Newell  Allion,  born  October  27,  1920. 


JOHM    ALLION 

(c)  John  Allion,  married  Lillian  Schnider  born  —  died  — 
to  them  were  born : 

1.  Cecil  Allion 

2.  Howard  Allion 

(c)  John  Allion,  married  Ida  Rulipaugh,  born  — ,  t(j  them 
was  born : 

1.  Earl  Allion 

WILLIE  ALLION 

(c)  W  illie  Ailic^n,  married  —  born  —  to  theoi  were  born: 

1.  Alarvin  Allion 

2.  Harvey  Allion 

3.  Harley  Allion 

4.  Harriett  Allion 

CHARLES  ALLION 

(c)   Ciiarles  Allion,  married     Carrie     i-'rence     W'»lforth, 
born  July  6,  1870 

McCSjRDY  roadarmel 

(c)   Eliz .  Alhon,  married     McCurdy     Roadarmel,     born 
December  2),  1861,  to  them  were  burn: 

1.  Bruce  Roadarmel,  born  December  17,  1900 

2.  Iva  Roadarmel,  born  September  16  1902. 

3.  Kenneth  Roadarmel.  born  ^larch  13,  1908 

CLVOK  SNYDER 

(c)  Clara  Alli(,n,  married  Clyde  Snyder,  born  August  5, 
1885. 

WILLIAM    WILSON 

(c)  Maggie  Allion,  married  William  Wilson,  born  — . 

JOHN  FREED 

(b)  Margaret  Allion  married  John  Freed,  born  February 
4,  1821,  died  March  15,  1904,  to  the^i  were  born: 

1.  Mary  Freed,  born  August  27,  1848 

2.  Rosan  Freed,  born  August  29,  1850 

3.  Jacob  Freed,  born  October  7,  1852. 

4.  John  Freed,  born  January  5,  1854 

5.  Ben  Freed,  born  June  5,  1856,  died  February  4,  ^918 
(i.  Caroline  Freed,  born  September  1,  1860 

7  C   rist  Freed,  b  ^rn  January  7,  1863 
8.  Anna  Freed,  born  March  30,  1865. 


A.P    SKATES 

(c)  Mary  Freed,  married  A.  i\  Skates  (born  May  1849, 
died  September  17,  1883)  to  them  were  born : 

1  M.  L.  Skates,  bom  December  11.  187u._ 

2  Cora  Skates  Gee,  born  July  —  1878 

3.  Lansing  Skates,  l)orn  March,  12,  1881. 

WM.  GEORGE 

(c)  Mary  Freed,  married  W'm.  (korgo  (born  Ma\  ord, 
1846),  to  them  were  born:  ^ 

1.  Arthur  George,  born  July  12,  1881) 

2.  Ira  George,  born  June  10,  1888 

GEORGE    BEIS 

(b)  Rosanna  Allion,  married  George  Beis,  son  ui  Frank 
and  Mary  Beis,  born  May  27,  1820,  died  February  27, 
1895.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Mary  Beis  Bradley,  born  April  25,  1852 

2.  Margaret  Beis,  born  |une  3,  1^53,  died  October  19. 
1860 

3.  Anna  i'eis  Myers,  born  Ma\-  2  7,  1834,  di:d  .Vu^\;si 
26,  1880. 

4.  Caroline  Beis.  born  June  29,  1855,  died  Celober  7, 
1860 

5.  Lena  Beis  Snyder,  born  lebruary  12,  li-57. 
6  Henry  Beis,  born  April  7,  1858 

7.  Sarah  Beis  Myers,  born  November  17,  1858 

8.  George  C.  Beis,  born  September  12.  1861 

9  Ro.-anna  B  is,  born  December  13,  18^2,  diel  a; ay  1- 
1863. 

10.  Ludwig  j.  Beis.  born  Argust  10  IS'U.  died  jene  2, 
1881 

11    Charles  Beis,  b   rn  January  2,  1S67 

12.  Clara  Beis  Block,  born  May  13.  i87(),  died  December 
15.  1907. 

ORVRLLE  W,     BT^ADL^Y 

(c)  Mary  Bei^.  ^married  Or\e  Bradley  (born  Jauaary  8, 
1853),  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Mable  Bradlev.  b.  rn  March  5,  1880,  died  August  24. 
1880 

2.  George  W.  Bradley,  born  April  17,  1881. 

3.  Vitalis  F.  Bradley,  born  July  16,  1882. 

4.  Gertrude  ]•:.  Bradley  Hayes,' born  October  8,  1883. 

5.  Anna  L.  Bradley  Turner,  born  January  12,  1885. 


6.  Glenn  C.  Bradley,  born  October  3,  1886. 

7.  William  H.  Bradley,  born  January  7,  1888. 

8.  Charles  W.  Bradley,  born  September  11,  1889.    died 
November   24,    1918. 

9.  Nellie  C.  Bradley,  born  May  31,  1891. 

GEORGE  BRADLEY 

(d)  Geurge  Bradley  married  Addie  Harted  born  May  13, 
1888.  To  them  wen;  bcirn : 

1.  Gertrude  Bradley 

2.  Betty  Bradley 

3.  Jane  Bradley 

VITALIS  BRADLEY 

(d)  Talis  Bradley  married  Emma  Studer,  born    July    19- 
1881.  To  them  were  born : 

1.  Mary  L.  Bradley 

2.  Helen  A.  Bradley 

3.  Robert  O.  Bradley 

4.  Berne  Bradley 

5.  Louise  Bradley 

6.  Ern-^st  Bradley 

ERiNEST  HAYES 

(d)  Gertrude     Bradley     married     Ernest     Hayes,     born 
March  17,  18%.  To  them  were  born  : 

1.  Mary  L.  Hayes 

2.  Harriet  Hayes 

CHARLES  V.  TURNER 

(d)  Anna  Br  dley  married  Chas.  Turner    born    January 
7,  1882. 

GLEN  BRADLEY 

(d)  Glenn  Bradley  married  Berne  Hayes,     born     March 
26,  1890. 

WHi    H.  BRADLEY 

(d)  William  H.  Bradley  married  Helen  Christman,  born 
April—  1898.  To  them  were  born: 
1.  Evelyn  Bradley 

CHARLES  BRADLEY 

(d)  Charles  Bradley  married  Gladys  Canfield  born    July 
26,  1891. 


AMOS  MYERS 

(c)  Anna  Beis,  married  Amos  Myers,  to  the  were  born : 

1.  Vitalis  Myers,  who  enhsted  in  the     French     Army 
during  the  World  War. 

2.  Harrold  Myers,  who  married  Elvira  Asnius,  to  them 
was  born,  Marian  Myers. 

(c)  Aimos  Myers,  married  Sarah  Beis. 

PETER  SNVDER 

(c)  Lena  Beis,  married  Pete  Snyder,  to  them  were  born : 

1.  Sylvan  Snyder,  born  March  13,  1891,  Vv^ho  married 
Hilda  Seyfang. 

2.  Harvy  O.  Snyder  born  April  23,  1893. 

MENRY    BEIS 

(c)  Henry  Beis,  married  Cora  Slatts  Keener,  born  — 

GEORGE  BEIS 

(c)   George  Beis,  married  Lucinda  Zerbe,  to  them  were 
born : 

1.  George  Beis 

2.  Jennette  Beis. 

3.  Mary  Elizabeth  Beis. 

CHARLES  BEIS 

(c)  Charles  Beis,  married  Lila  Gibbin  Penfield,   to  them 
were  born  : 

1.  Eleta  Rosana  Beis,  who  married  Noah  Finacle. 

2.  Chester  M.  Beis. 

WM.  H.  BLOCK 

(c)  Clara  Beis,  married  Wm.  H.  Block,     to     them     were 
born : 

1.  Nellie  Rerneta  Block. 

2.  Henrv  Beis  Block. 


MICHAEL  GOODMAN 

(b)  Caroline  Allion,  married  I\like  Goodman,  born  Feb. 
16,  1830,  died  Sept.  15,  1907,  to  them  were  born : 

1.  Mary  Goodman  Landis,  born  May  16,  1853. 

2.  Lucinda  Goodman,  born  Oct.  19,  1855,  died  Auril  25 
1864. 

3.  Louis  Goodman,  born  March  6,  1862. 

4.  Clara  Goodman  Hurley,  born  Feb.  26,  1865 

HENRY  LANDIS 

(c-  Mary  Goodman,  uiarried  Henry  Landis,  born  — . 

CHRIST   ALLION 

(b)  Christ  Allion  married  Eliza  Marzolf,  born  in  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  25,  1835,  died  December  13. 
1913,  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Jacob  Allion,  born  January  4,  1863. 

2.  John  Allion,  born  April  9,  1864 

3.  Ben  Allion,  born  Sept'^mber  20,  1865. 

4.  George  Allion,  born  September  9,  1867. 

5.  Dan  Allion,  born  April  5.  1869. 

6.  Sam  Allion,  born    January  30,  1871. 

7     .en a  Allion  Corkle,  born  October  14,  1872. 

8,  Sarah  Allion  Shaffner.  born  Februai>   14,  1877. 

JACOB  ALLION 

(c)  Jacob  Allion,  married  Jennie  Po.:nerogv  born  July  21, 
SI;',  ''id  November  23  1897,  to  them  was  born: 

Helen  Allion,  born  November  13,  1895,  v.  hom  married 
Vern  Wagner,  born  August  1,  1893,  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Paul  Wagner,  born  January  25,  1916. 

2.  Margaret  Wagner,  born  January  29,  1918. 

3.  uth  Wagner,  born  May  1,  1921. 

JO    N  ALLION 

(c)  John  Allion,  married  Grace  Frisbe,  born  Deceuiber 
23.  1897,  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Isabelle  Allion  Aeschliman,  born  August  17,  1895, 
died  February  11,  1920, 

2.  Paultine  Allion  born  December  17,  1897. 

3.  Margaret  Cecil  Alion,  born  February  6.  1900,  died 
February  19,  1910. 

4.  Genevieve  A.  Allion,  born  October  14,  1906. 


ALBERT  AESCULEMAN 

(dj   isab.iJc  Ailion  married  Alebert  Aeschliman,     buni 
June  2b,  i982.  to  them  was  born: 

1.  Glenn  Ae.~,chiiman,  born  June  5,  1918. 

BEN  ALLIOI^ 

(c)    Ben  Allien,   married   Ann   Toune    (born   1858,   died 
1900),  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Mable  Aliion,  born  May  17,  1889,  died  April  5,  1915 

2.  Floyd  AUion,  born  July  10,  1891 

3.  Ray  O.  Ailion,  born  December  22  1892. 
3.  Zelma  A.  Ailion,  born  February  18,  1895. 
5.  Alma  E.  Aliion,  born  December  25,  1898. 

(c)    Ben  AUion,  married  Emily   Eley,  born  January  24, 

1872,  to  them  were  born : 

1.  Wilber  E.  AUion,  born  December  1,  1904. 

2.  Berniece  E.  Aliion,  born  Feb.  2,  1907,  died  Jan.  19, 
1911. 

3.  uth  E.  Ailion,  born  May  17,  1909. 

4.  Eaverne  Aliion,  born  April  5,  1911. 

GEORGE  ALLION 

(c)  George  Aliion,  married  Semilda  Jackson,  born  Sept. 
29,  1882,  to  them  was  born: 

1.  GecM-ge  Ailion  brun  January  4,  .1906. 

DAN  ALLION 

(c)  Dan  Ailion,  married  Flora  Baer,  born  Septembi-r  26, 

1873,  died  January  8,  1908,  to  them  were  born  : 

1.  Dale  Ailion.  born  December  12,  1895. 

2.  Fern  Aliion  born  May  9,  1903. 

Dan  Aliion.  married  Jennie  Todd,  born  May     1870,     to 
them  were  born : 

1    Edvth  Naomi  Aliion,  bom   January  6  19117. 


SAM  ALLION 

(c)  Sami  Allion  married  Stella  Briner,  to  them  were  born 

1  Lecil  Allion,  born  Jan.  5,  1910. 

FRANK  CORKLE 

(c)  Lena  Allion  married  Frank  Corkle  born  September 
7,  1873,  to  them  were  born: 

1 .  Gladys  Corkle,  born  October  7,  1898 

2  Ellison  Corkle,  born  August  4,  19"0'0 

3  Sterling  Corkle,  born  August  28,  1903 

4  Robert  Corkle,  bom  September  17  1914. 

VERNE  KliNKLE 

(d)  Gladys  Corkle  married   Verne  Kunkle  born  June  7 
1897,  to  them  were  born : 

1.  Frances  Kunkle,  born  November  11,  1919. 

JOHN   SCHAFFNER 

(c)   Sarah  Allion,  married  John  Schallner,  born  January 
10,  1867,  to  them  were  born: 

1.  Gerald  Schatfner,  born  September  27,  1907. 

2.  Gaylord  Schatfner,  born  April  5,  1909. 

CHRISTOPdER  ALLION 

(a)    Christopher   Allion,    married   Katherin   VoUmer,   tu 
them  were  born: 

1.  William  Allion. 

.  Jacob  Allion. 

3.  Elizabeth  Allion,   married   Michael  Augustine 
4  Mike  Allion,  born  May  30  1820 

5.  Karl  Allion. 

6  Fred  AUion,  born  May  13,  1825,  came  to  America  in 
1852. 

7.  Christopher  Allion 

8  and  9,  died  cjuite  young. 

10.  Lewis  Allion,  came  to  America  with  Fred   Allion 
at  age  of  15  years. 

(h)   Katherine   Allion   Kneer,   mother   of  John   V  tz 
came  to  America  in  1854. 


MIKE  ALLIOIM 

(b)  Mike  Allion,  married  Kauicrine  Vo.lmer,  to  taem 
were  born : 

1.  Michael  Allion,  who  remained  in  Germany. 

2.  Magdelena  Allion  Miller,  mother  of  Lewis  VV. 
Miller,  she  died  in  Germany. 

3.  Katherine  Allion,  married  Christ  Beer,  to  thcai 
were  born  Ferd  and  Sarah  Beer,  who  resided  in  Canada 
near  New  Hamburg. 

4.  Margaret  Allion,  who  married  Jacob  Loesch,  came 
to  America  in  1872  resided  at  Lansing  Michigan. 

5.  Fred  K  Allion,  born  April  9,  1858,  came  to  America 
in  June  1873,  married  Leona  Taylor,  to  them  were  born : 

1.  NelHe  Allion,  born  August  12,  1888 

2.  Emma  Allion  Noble,  born  July  27,  1891. 
6  Jacob  Allion  (died  aged  about  20  years  ). 

JOUNUTZ 

(c)  John  Utz,  son  of  Katherine  Kneer,  was  born  July  6, 
1858.  He  married  Amelia  Wayne,  born  October  27,  1860, 
died  December  29,  1883. 

John   Utz,   married   iilizabeth   Sherer,   born    P^ebruary 
18,  1862,  died  February  27,  1921,  to  them  were  born : 
1.  Henry  F.  Utz,  who  died  in  infancy . 

2  Rosa  F.  Utz,  born  April  7,  1887. 

3  Marion  L.     Utz,  born  March  2,  1891 

4  Clara  M.  Utz,  born  January  14,  1894. 

5  Jessie  A.  Utz,  born  July  23,  1898. 

Clara  and  Jessie  L^tz  lost  their  lives  in  the  Miami  and 
Erie  Canal  by  breaking  thru  the  ice  near  Watervllle, 
February  21,  1917. 

(d)  Rosa  L^tz,  married  Lewis  Amnion,  to  them  were 
born: 

1  Maggie  Ammon. 

2  W?lda  T.  Ammon. 


-  -  Lauber  Hill 


A  brief  account  of  the  First  Settlement  in  German  Township,  Fulton  County,  O., 

written  by  J.  W.  Roseboroug-h,   in  June  1896,   from  information  gleaned 

from  Rev.  Jacob  Bender,  one  of  the  original  pioneers. 

BY    H.   O.    MEISTER 


The  township  of  German  was  organized  In  1840,  and  belonged  at  that  time 
to  Lucas  county.  Fulton  county  was  organized  in  1850,  from  territory  belonging 
previously  to  Lucas,  Henry  and  Williams  counties.  The  first  settlers  of  German 
township  arrived  and  began  the  first  settlement  In  the  township  August  23rd 
1834,  at  what  is  now  called  Lauber's  Hill,  two  miles  east  of  Burlington.  The 
manner  of  the  settlement,  and  by  whom  made,  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the 
following  sketch  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Binder,  a  member  of  one  of  the  families  mak- 
ing the  said  first  settlement. 

Jacob  Binder,  the  fifth  child,  and  only  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Stuckey) 
Binder,  was  born  near  Mulhausen,  in  Alsace, — then  a  part  of  France,  now  of 
Germany — May  11,  1826.  The  eldest  child  of  the  family  was  Catherine,  after- 
wards the  wife  of  Aaron  Mead.  The  next,  Anna  who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob 
G.  Wildin.  The  third,  Barbara,  married  Jocob  Lantz.  Mary,  the  fourth  child. 
first  married  Samuel  Burkholder,  and  after  his  death,  John  Leininger,  Sr.  So- 
phrona,  the  daughter  next  younger  than  Jacob,  became  the  wife  of  Michael  Figy 
Regina,   the  youngest  daughter,  married  Jacob,  the  brother  of  Michael  Figy. 

On  the  Sth  day  of  March  1834,  Mr.  Binder  and  family,  together  with  Chris- 
tian Lauber  and  Christian  Rupp  ,and  their  respective  families,  all  of  Alsace,  In 
the  vicinity  of  Mulhausen,  a  city  about  18  miles  from  the  northwest  boundary 
line  of  Switzerland,  started  for  America.  Mr.  Lauber's  family  consisted  of  his 
wife,  Magdalena  (Zimmerman)  and  four  children — Magdalene,  later  the  wife  of 
John  Rupp;  Elizabeth,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Roth;  Barbara  who  mar- 
ried Peter  Short,  and  Christian  Jr.,  who  married  Catherine  Wyse,  sister  of  John 
F.  and  Peter  Wyse.  Mr.  Rupp's  family  was  composed  of  himself  and  wife, 
Christina  (Stuckey)  and  four  children — Christian  Jr.,  who  married  Magdalene 
Roth;  Anna,  who  married  John  Wyse,  brother  of  Christian  Wyse;  Christina,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Jacob  King,  and  Magdalene,  who  married  Moses  Burkholder. 
These  three  families,  numbering  twenty-one  in  all,  started  together,  as  we 
have  stated,  for  America,  March  Sth,  1S34.  They  employed  three  teams  and  wa- 
gons and  drove  through  to  Havre,  France,  in  17  days.  Here  they  were  detained 
some  two  weeks  waiting  for  a  vessel.  About  the  Sth  of  April  they  took  ship  and 
sailed  for  New  York,  consuming  about  seven  weeks  in  the  voyage  .  The  trip 
was  long  and  tedious.  Sometimes  the  ocean  was  perfectly  smooth  no  wind  what- 
ever- being  in  motion,  at  which  time  the  ship  stood  motionless.  They  reached 
New  York  the  latter  part  of  June,  without  special  accident  or  loss.  Great  was 
their  joy  upon  first  beholding  the  New  World  and  especially  were  they  impress- 
ed and  delighted  with  the  sight  of  the  Metropolis  of  America,  as  viewed  from 
the  approaching  ship.  The  city  with  its  great  buildings,  lofty  spires  and  long 
ranges  of  evergreen  trees  presented  a  spectacle  beautiful  and  magnificent  to 
behold.  On  their  way  across  the  ocean  they  were  passed  by  a  large  vessel,  con- 
taining many  emigrants  from  Schaffhausen,  Switzerland,  bound  also  for  Amer- 
ica. Our  three  families  remained  only  a  short  time  in  New  York.  Fram  that 
city  they  came  to  Buffalo  by  way  of  Albany.  From  Buffalo  they  came  on  the 
lake  to  Cleveland;  thence  they  went  on  the  canal  to  the  little  town  of  Fulton  In 
Stark  county  where  they  were  met  by  one  Petr  Schrock,  and  a  number  of  other 
generous  Amish  brethren,  who  conveyed  them  to  their  comfortable  homes  in  the 
vicinity  of  what  is  now  called  Marshallville,  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  Here  they  r«- 
mained  and  visited  their  well  to  do  friends  for  six  weeks.  Their  entertamera 
were  blessed  with  fine  farms  and  handsome  buildings.  These  or  similar  ones, 
our  newly  arrived  immigrants  were  unable  to  purchase,  having  but  a  limited 
supply  of  means.  During  the  six  weeks  the  Mulhausen  families  remained  In 
AVayne  County  they  met  there  a  number  of  the  emigrants  from  Schafl'hausen, 
Switzerland  who  had  passed  them  on  the  ocean  on  the  large  ship.  Though  they 
had  resided  some  fifty  miles  apart  in  their  native  land  and  were  previously 
not  personally  acquainted,  they  were  all  Amish.  Of  these  families  from  Switzer- 
land were  the  following:  1st,  Jacob  Kibler  and  wife  Susan  (Meister)  and  seven 
children — Jacob,  George,  Heronimus,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Susan  and  Melchior.  Jacob 
married  Elizabeth  Yost,  Heronimus  married  Barbara  Schlatter,  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Jacob  Lehman,  Mary  married  Daniel  Zimmerman,  Susan  married  John  Ber- 
nath,  Melchior  died  young. 

2nd,  John  George  Meister  and  wife  (Margaret  Keller)  and  12  children — Su- 
san, later  the  wife  of  Peter  Keifer;  Jacob;  George,  whose  first  wife  was  Magda- 
lene Allion,  and  whose  second  was  Elizabeth  Myers;  Anna,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Christian  Zimmerman;  John;  Fanny,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Christian 
Gautsche;  Margaret,  later  the  wife  of  Joseph  Noward;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Harmon 
Spengler;  Christian,  who  married  Pauline  Allion;  Benedict,  who  married  first 
Anna  Allion,  and  after  her  death,  Susan  Ernst;  Daniel,  who  married  Sophia  My- 
ers. Besides  those  we  have  just  named,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meister  had  four  other  chil- 


dren,  of  these  two  died  in  Europe  when  young:,  one  in  Switzerland,  the  other  at 
Rouen  (France)  while  the  parents  were  on  their  way  to  America.  Two,  Joseph 
and  John  were  born  in  America.  Joseph  never  married.  John  married  Elizabeth 
Zimmerman,  sister  of  Jacob  Zimmerman,  and  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Kib- 
ler  Zimmerman. 

3rd,  John  VanGundy,  a  widower,  having  four  children  two  boys  and  two 
g-irls.  Barbara,  the  eldest  child  later  became  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Eyer,  and  died 
near  Bloomlngton,  111.  Anna  died  single  in  Butler  county,  O.  John  who  is  of  the 
same  age  as  Mr.  Jacob  Binder,  our  subject,  is  now  an  Amish  minister  in  one  of 
the  western  states.  Joseph,  the  youngest,  died  in  Providence,  on  the  way  out 
from  Wayne  county. 

Our  immigrants,  in  view  of  their  large  families  and  limited  means,  after 
due  consultation,  resolved  to  go  further  west,  and  select  lands  for  themselves. 
The  following  persons  were  chosen  to  make  selections:  Jacob  Kibler,  J.  George 
Meister,  Christian  Rupp  and  Peter  Wyse.  Mr.  Wyse,  a  resident  of  Wayne  county 
accompanied  them  in  the  capacity  of  guide  and  interpreter.  In  the  meantime  the 
rest  of  the  immigrants  remained  in  Wayne  county.  The  committee  appointed 
proceeded  on  foot  to  Putnam  county,  but  finding  there  the  land  too  level  and 
wet  and  solid  timber  too  scarce,  they  went  into  the  vicinity  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. 
There  they  found  the  land  and  timber  much  the  same  as  in  Putnam  county. 
From  Ft.  Wayne  they  came  back  to  Detiance,  O.  There  they  heard  of  one  Jo- 
seph Bates,  eighteen  miles  north,  a  noted  hunter,  and  a  man  with  a  broad  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  country.  Mr.  Bates  then  lived  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  John  Shilling  farm  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Franklin  township,  Ful- 
ton county.  To  him  they  gladly  came.  They  found  him  to  be  the  man  they  ex- 
actly needed;  brave,  active,  generous,  and  thoroughly  posted  on  the  conditions 
of  the  country  and  the  needs  of  new  settlers.  He  gave  them  a  cordial  reception 
and  took  them  six  miles  east  of  his  place  to  what  is  now  called  Lauber's  Hill, 
and  now  one  of  the  richest  and  most  beautiful  sections  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  our  state,  but  then  a  wild  and  dreary  wilderness.  Here  they  resolved  to  locate 
They  selected  eight  hundred  acres  of  land,  went  to  the  U.  S.  land  office  at  Wapa- 
koneta,  and  entered  the  same,  after  which  they  returned  to  Wayne  county,  hav- 
ing spent  two  weeks  in  the  business  and  having  done  all  the  traveling  on  foot. 
The  next  important  practical  question  that  presented  itself  to  the  newcomers 
was  how,  with  their  families  and  goods,  to  reach  their  newly  acquired  lands  in 
the  wild  woods,  a  hundred  and  sixty  or  more  miles  distant.  To  accamplish  this, 
five  wagons  and  Ave  yoke  of  oxen  were  purchased.  Each  of  the  five  families  that 
went  to  the  new  homes,  purchasing  a  wagon  and  yoke  of  oxen.  The  following 
are  the  families  and  persons  who  first  came  to  what  is  now  German  township 
and  made  the  first  settlement  therein: 

1st,  Jacob  Binder  and  wife  and  the  following  of  his  children:  Anna,  Jacob, 
Sophronia  and  Regina.     Mr.  Binder's  other  daughters  came  a  little  later. 

2nd,   Christian   Lauber,   wife  and   four  children. 

old,  lacob  Kibler  and  the  following  of  nis  children  - -Jacob,  George,  Heron- 
Imii.s,  Eli/aheth  and  Mary.  Mrs.  1-.  ibler,  Susan  and  Mo.chi^r  remain.;d  t)T  a  lime 
in  Wayne  county. 

4th,  J.  George  Meister,  and  the  following  of  his  children-Jacob,  George,  John 
and  Anna.  His  wife  and  the  other  cliildren  came  on  later. 

5th,  John  VanGundy  and  his  three  children,  Joseph,  the  fourth  and  youngest 
of  his  four  children,  aged  two  or  three  years,  died,  as  stated  above,  on  the  way 
out.  Accompanying  these  families  were  Nicholas  King,  Samuel  Burkholder, 
Christian  Riegscker,  and  Nicholas  Gehr,  otherwise  called  Nicholas  Wenger,  be- 
cause Mrs.  Wenger,  a  widow  lady,  brought  him  to  this  country  from  Switzer- 
land. Gehr  entered,  for  Mrs.  Wenger,  who  remained  in  Wayne  county,  the  west 
half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  10,  town  seven  north  range  five  east, 
and  underbrushed  about  an  acre  of  it,  then  returned  to  Wayne  county  with 
King  and  Burkholder,  who  had  only  come  with  the  settlers  to  aid  them  in  get- 
ting started.  Mr.  Gehr  was  a  man  of  education  and  ability  and  a  fine  German 
writer.  In  the  Cleveland  "Kirchen  Zeitung"  of  January  14,  1896,  appeared  from 
his  pen,  in  German,  a  very  interesting,  accurate  and  graphical  account  of  the 
first  settlement  of  German  townsliip,  in  1834.  He  became  an  able  minister  in 
the  Reformed  church,  resided  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  died  a  short  time  since 
aged  about  80  years.  In  their  journey  to  the  west  our  immigrants  came  tlirough 
Wooster,  Ashland,  Lower  Sandusky,  now  Fremont,  to  Perrysburgh  where  they 
crossed  the  Maumee  river.  In  crossing  the  river,  there  being  then  no  bridge, 
Mr.  Binder,  with  his  wagon,  struck  a  large  stone,  and  but  for  the  help  of  others 
would  have  been  unable  to  have  extracated  himself.  Having  crossed  the  river 
they  proceeded  westward  to  Napoleon,  which  place  they  reached  after  a  very 
tedious  journey  with  ox  teams  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  , having 
traveled  at  the  rate  of  about  ten  miles  a  day.  At  this  time  ther^:  was  but  one 
house  in  Napoleon,  and  that  was  a  log  house.  This,  our  subi.-ct  thinks,  was  oc- 
c.ipied  in  part  at  leo,^i,  by  a  man  named  Wolfe,  others  say  by  a  Mr.  11  ir.sti  u  It 
is  not  improbable  that  at  that  time,  both  of  these  men  lived  in  the  house.  How 
from  Napoleon,  to  reach  their  point  of  destination,  nearly  twenty  miles  north 
and  west  through  a  dense  and  trackless  forest,  was  a  present,  pressing  and 
perplexing  question.  They  finally  decided  to  employ  a  surveyor  to  locate  the 
most  direct  route.  They  estimated  that  no  more  than  two  days  would  be  re- 
quired  to  do  this.     Eight  men  accompanied  the  surveyor   to   "blaze"   trees,     and 

^^r,-^*^^^^^'^*^  advanced  only  eight  miles.  Here  in  the  thick  woods  and  countless 
myriads  of  mosquitoes  they  were  compelled  to  camp  for  the  night.     Realizing 


that  their  suplpy  of  food  for  the  trip  was  inadequate  they  dispatched  two  of 
their  men  to  Napoleon  for  additional  rations,  the  remaining  men  continuing  the 
survey.  Instead  of  at  Lauber's  Hill,  the  surveyors  came  out  where  the  village 
of  Burlington  now  is,  two  miles  west  of  the  point  aimed  at.  When  they  Anally 
reached  the  place  sought  it  was  night  and  they  were  without  food,  shelter  or 
bed  to  sleep  on.  To  still  further  add  to  their  discomfort  a  heavy  rain  and  thun- 
der storm  came  on,  and  they  all  became  thoroughly  wet  to  the  skin.  They  built 
a  large  fire  and  stood  about  it  with  clothes  wringing  wet,  the  long,  long  night 
through,  the  wind  blowing,  the  tops  of  the  trees  waving,  the  thunder  roaring 
and  the  lightning  flashing  at  a  fearful  rate  most  of  the  night.  In  the  morning 
without  supper  or  breakfast  without  sleep  or  rest,  and  still  wet,  they  had  no 
alternative  but  to  begin  their  return  trip  to  Napoleon.  Fortunately  for  them, 
about  noon  they  met  the  two  men  with  the  provisions  ordered.  Scarcely  ever, 
perhaps  was  food  devoured  with  kenner  relish.  The  night  following  they  camp- 
ed where  they  had  done  the  first  night  of  the  survey.  The  next  day  they  reach- 
led  Napoleon  having  spent  four  days  on  the  trip.  Here  they  found  six  of  their 
companions  down  sick  with  those,  other  plagues  of  the  west,  fever  and  ague. 
iOrders,  however  were  at  once  issued,  for  all  who  had  "hands  and  feet"  to  lay 
hold  and  help  open  a  road  on  the  surveyed  line,  the  wagons  and  all  together  ad- 
vancing as  the  road  was  opened.  At  meal  times  forks  were  driven  into  the 
ground,  on  which  poles  were  placed.  On  these  pots  for  cooking  were  hung. 
Water  was  secured,  such  as  it  was,  from  holes  dug  two  or  three  feet  In  the 
ground.  At  night  they  slept  in  their  wagons  and  otherwise,  as  best  they  could, 
and  fought  mosquitoes  with  fire  and  smoke.  After  eleven  long  days  spent  In 
severe  toil  and  slow  movement,  they  finally  reached  August  22nd,  1834,  the  point 
in  the  forest  where  they  proposed  to  make  their  future  homes.  Here  in  the 
deep  woods,  without  a  house  or  a  foot  of  cleared  land,  strangers,  unacquainted 
with  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  with  its  general  customs  and  language,  more 
I  than  four  thousand  miles  from  their  native  land,  totally  ignorant  of  frontier 
life,  and  of  its  methods  and  instruments  of  labor,  many  of  them  too,  already 
sick,  and  thirty  miles  or  more  from  market  or  doctor,  the  situation  was  gloomy 
indeed. 

In  the  face  of  all  these  difficulties  and  discouragements  the  heroic  people 
resolved  bravely  to  persevere  in  there  effort  to  make  for  themselves  independ- 
nl  homes.  For  a  time  they  slept  in  their  wagons  and  under  roofs  constructed 
of  brush  and  leaves.  The  first  house  built  was  a  cabin  about  20X24  feet  on  Mr. 
iChristian  Lauber's  land,  about  thirty  rods  north  of  the  site  of  the  brick  house 
in  which  Samuel  Lauber,  a  grandson,  now  resides.  By  reason  of  sickness,  six 
men  of  all  the  settlers  were  able  to  help  put  up  the  house.  Joseph  Bates  and  his 
hired  man  kindly  came  about  six  miles  and  greatly  assisted  in  raising  the  build- 
ing. It  took  them  two  days  of  hard  labor  to  erect  it.  There  was  not  a  nail  In 
any  of  the  early  houses.  Other  buildings  of  a  similar  character  were  soon  alter 
erected  for  the  different  other  families  on  their  respective  lands,  except  that  for 
Mr.  Binder,  because  of  his  disability  occasioned  by  continued  illness  for  six 
months,  a  small  cabin  was  built  near  Mr.  Lauber's  house  and  on  his  land  Of 
,this  small  cabin  about  twelve  by  fourteen  feet,  one  half  the  floor  was  made  of 
I  split  puncheons.  The  other  half  was  the  ground.  In  this  shanty,  without  chim- 
ney, the  fire  being  built  on  the  ground,  the  Binder  family  spent  their  first  win- 
|tcr  in  America.  Their  little  cabin,  our  subject  tells  us,  was  often  so  full  of 
smoke  that  the  inmates  were  often  very  nearly  strangled.  In  the  spring  he  says 
trie  family  and  goods  in  house  were  about  the  color  of  smoked  ham.  While 
smoke  by  times  thus  gave  the  settlers  annoyance,  it  did  them  at  other  times, 
and  not  infrequently  at  the  same  time,  almost  invaluable  services  in  shielding 
tlicm  from  the  ravenous  assault  of  the  numberless  hosts  of  mosquitoes  that  pes- 
itored  them  night  and  day,  much  of  the  time  except  winters.  Except  Mr.  Kibler 
the  settlers  were  poor,  and  for  a  number  of  years  experienced  much  difficulty  lii 
[procuring  sufficient  quantities  of  provisions  for  their  families,  in  provendrr  for 
!  their  cattle.  They  had  to  go  to  Maumee  to  mill  and  market,  and  to  reach  it  for 
I  want  of  any  other  road,  had  to  go  by  the  way  of  Napoleon.  This  made  rhe  dis- 
Itance  about  forty-five  miles.  It  generally  took  about  a  week's  time  to  drive 
there  and  back  with  their  ox  teams,  over  such  roads  aa  they  then  had  The 
I  roads  especially  in  wet  weather,  were  often  next  to  impassable.  To  illustrate 
their  hardships  of  this  kind  we  will  relate  one  instance. 

On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Lauber  and  another  of  the  settlers,  took  a  wagon  and 
tv/o  yoke  of  oxen  and  went  to  Maumee  for  provisions.  On  their  way  back  thev 
reached  Brush  Creek,  about  two  miles  distant  from  their  homes  The  creek  at 
that  time  was  wide  and  deep,  the  ground  beneath  soft,  and  from  the  long  jour- 
ney with  the  wagon  and  load,  over  bad  roads,  the  oxen  were  jaded  and  tired 
Still,  impelled  by  a  keen  sense  of  their  nearness  to  their  homes,  and  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  necessity  of  being  there  with  the  provisions  they  urged  the 
oxen  into  and  half  way  across  the  stream.  There,  howevo'-,  the  oxen  stouned 
being  entirely  exhausted.  All  effort  to  get  them  to  move  on  were  fruitless  It 
was  night,  and  the  men  left  oxen  unyokd  and  wagon  and  went  to  their  homes 
Returning  next  morning  they  found  the  wagon  and  oxen  where  they  had  left 
them  the  evening  before.  It  was  cold,  and  during  the  night,  ice  had  frozen  over 
Ihe  creek.  The  tails  of  the  cattle  were  actually  frozen  fast  in  the  ice  The  men 
broke  the  ice  over  the  water,  waded  in  and  drove  the  oxen  out  and  liome  leav- 
ing the  wagon  and  provisions.  The  following  night  the  ice  froze  so  solid  that 
the  men  came  the  next  day  and  slid  the  provisions  over  the  stream  on  the  ice 


Sometimes,  from  waiting-  too  long  before  starting  to  mill  or  from  detention  on 
tlie  -way,  the  settlers  came  near  perishing  for  want  of  food  Raccoons,  wood- 
chiii'ks,  the  flesh  of  anip;a!s  that  had  starved  to  d^n-th,  wild  weeds,  vegetablccs, 
ii  .t  'Stcrmed  fit  for  human  tio  '  and  bran  and  vate"  mixed,  were  used  for  f  'Od 
in  order  to  keep  soul  and  body  together.  Our  subject  says  ho  has  himself  actu- 
ally fainted  for  want  of  food.  For  the  cattle,  for  sometime  after  tho  settlement 
began,  little  grass  or  hay  could  be  secured.  To  keep  their  cattle  alive  wint-^rs, 
they  had  no  horses  for  years;  trees  were  cut  down  by  the  settlers  that  their 
animals  might  eat  the  tops,  which  they  did  with  great  eagerness.  Quite  a  num- 
ber, however,  of  their  oxen  and  cows,  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts,  died  from  want 
of  feed.  Why,  it  may  be  asked,  did  not  these  people  kill  wild  game  in  the  woods 
where.  In  Jarge  numbers,  such  game  abounded?  The  answer  is,  those  people 
were  not  hunters,  and  had,  for  quite  a  time,  neither  guns  nor  ammunition.  Our 
subject  now  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  and  for  sixty-two  years  a  resident  of 
this  vicinity,  says  he  never  had  any  relish  for  liunting.  He,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  first  settlers,  very  much  preferred  chopping,  rail-making  and  clear- 
ing to  hunting  or  fishing.  He  says  that  through  his  life  he  has  observed  that 
those  who  made  the  most  money,  and  prospered  best,  were  those  who  most 
faithfully  stuck  to  their  work  and  their  farms.  But  for  the  faithful  services 
and  kindness  of  his  three  sisters,  Catherine,  Anna  and  Barbara,  who  obtained 
at  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  a  week,  employment  among  residents  along 
the  Maumee  river,  Mr.  Binder  tells  us,  he  believes  his  father's  family  would  have 
certainly  perished.  As  small  and  seemingly  insignificant  as  were  their  wages, 
these  brave  girls  not  only  supported  themselves  therewith,  but  mainly  for  se 
eral  years,   their  father's  family. 

What  we  wrote  some  years  ago  of  these  heroic  pioneer  daughters  we  shall 
here  repeat:  "Soon  after  Mr.  Binder  came  into  the  woods,  his  three  daughters. 
Catherine,  Anna  and  Barbara,  all  young  women,  went  out  to  work.  Barbara 
went  to  Providence,  Anna  to  Napoleon,  and  Catherine  to  some  point  nine  miles 
from  the  latter  place.  About  the  first  of  January,  1836  Catherine  became  home- 
sick and  resolved  to  go  home.  The  distance  was  twenty-four  miles,  all  of  which 
had  to  be  traversed  on  foot.  From  Napoleon  to  her  home  in  German  was  still 
a  dense,  unbroken  wilderness.  She  started,  called  upon  and  took  her  sister 
Anna,  at  Napoleon,  with  her.  They  traveled  for  some  distance,  but  finally  lost 
their  way  and  were  compelled  to  spend  the  cold,  dreary  night  in  the  dismal  for- 
est, liable  at  any  time  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  wild  beasts  with  which  the  woods 
were  then  filled.  They  finally  sat  down  on  a  large  log  and  remained  there  until 
morning.  As  the  night  passed  they  dreamed  of  being  at  their  father's  house, 
seated  by  a  pleasant  fire.  In  the  morning  they  retraced  their  steps  until  they 
came  to  the  path  from  whence  the  day  before  tliey  had  wandered.  They  were 
both  weary  and  hungry.  The  provision  they  had  brought  with  them  had  become 
so  hard  frozen  tliat  they  could  not  eat  it.  Their  feet,  the  day  before,  had  be- 
come wet  and  tlieir  stockings  were  now  frozen  upon  tlieir  feet.  Yet,  upon  find- 
ing the  path  again,  so  glad  were  they,  that  they  almost  forgot  their  sufferings, 
from  their  fond  hope  of  soon  again  seeing  their  home  and  dear  friends.  Soon 
after  they  found  their  way,  they  distinctly  heard  the  stroke  of  an  ax  or  toma- 
hawk against  a  tree,  and  at  once  surmised  it  was  done  by  an  Indian.  A  few 
moments  confirmed  their  suspicions.  Looking  forward,  not  ten  rods  distant, 
directly  approacliing  them,  on  their  path,  a  tall,  athletic  Indian,  armed  with 
knife  and  tomahawk.  They  wei  e  greatly  alarmed,  but  determined  to  continue 
on  their  path,  as  no  better  alternative  offered.  He  proved  to  be  a  young  and 
friendly  Indian,  who,  after  in  his  language,  asking  them  how  far  to' next  "wig- 
wam" and  receiving  an  answer  from  the  girls  in  German,  continued  his  course. 
They  finally  came  in  sight  of  their  father's  cabin,  and  upon  nearing  it,  humble 
as  it  was,  their  hearts  beat  with  joy,  Catherine  observing  to  Anna  how  btauti- 
fully  the  smoke  ascended  above  their  little  home.  After  remaining  a  few  duA  s 
with  their  people,  the  two  girls  started  again  for  Napoleon.  Having  got  several 
miles  into  the  woods,  on  their  way,  they  saw  the  tracks  of  a  huge  bear  in  tli" 
freshly  fallen  snow,  and  were  filled  with  consternation,  expecting  anv  moment 
to  meet  old  Bruin  himself.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  before  they  saw,  at 
considerable  distance,  in  advance  of  them,  an  object  in  motion,  resembling  „ 
human  being,  loaded  down  with  clothes,  put  on  in  every  conceivabIf>  .-^hape.  It 
was  their  sister  Barbara,  on  her  way  home  from  Providence.  She  saiJ  .'.h3  was 
sick  and  wanted  tlie  gentleman  for  whom  she  worked  to  bring  her  j.onip.  He- 
refused,  not  wanting  to  lose  her  services.  She  determined  to  "go  home  sick  or 
well"  and  accordingly  bundled  up  her  clothes  and  started  on  her  journey  of 
thirty  miles.  She,  also  lost  her  way.  After  wandering  around  for  a  long  time 
she  finally  came  in  sight  of  a  house,  which  upon  approaching,  she  found  unoc- 
cupied. It  was  now  night,  and  she  concluded  to  spend  the  night  in  the  house. 
But  it  looked  so  desolate  and  lonely  she  feared  to  stay  in  it.  Finding,  her 
brother  tells  us,  an  old  bake  oven,  she  crawled  into  that,  but  fearing  an  attack 
by  some  wild  beast,  and  that  she  would  there  be  helpless,  with  no  chance  of  es- 
cape, she  came  out,  and  sat  all  night  on  the  house  porch.  To  keep  herself  from 
freezing,  she  very  prudently  put  on  all  the  clothing  she  had.  The  next  day,  as 
above  stated,  she  met  her  two  sisters.  They  directed  her  to  follow  their  tracks 
and  assured  her  she  would  safely  reach  home,  which  she  did." 


